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Austrian and Italian were bent on giving Albania the widest
extent possible. Between these two extreme groups, whose
bickerings over picayune trifles several times threatened to
break up the work of the Commissons altogether, the Eng-
lish and German Commissioners tried to find satisfactory
compromises, and at the same time conscientiously reach
decisions which accorded with the facts on the spot and the
instructions they received from London.196
Owing to the delays of the Commissions in fixing the
Albanian boundaries and to the mutual enmity of Serbians
and Albanians, a frontier conflict broke out. Serbian troops
reoccupied Albanian territory. The Albanians, upon this
provocation, took revenge by attacking and routing a
196 For an account, often highly diverting, of these delays and bick-
erings, see the reports of the German Commissioners in G.P., XXXVI,
129-260. In this boundary matter Germany wanted to preserve the soli-
darity of the Triple Alliance by supporting all the reasonable desires of
her allies, but she did not want to oppose too strongly what Constantino
had set his heart upon, for fear of driving him into the arms of the
Entente. Germany therefore tried to persuade both sides to be moderate
and reasonable. To King Constantine, upon his visit to Berlin on Sept.
6, 1913, the Kaiser pointed out persuasively how great were the gains
he had already made: "Janina, Salonica, Kavala, and last not least
Crete, all regular basic hellenic Pelita, which it would have taken cen-
turies to acquire. ... In comparison with all this, a trifling rectification
of the Epirus frontier plays absolutely no role and is worthless." The
Kaiser also pointed to Germany's self-restraint at Nikolsburg in 1866
as an example of the wisdom of moderation after victory, and hinted
that, if Constantine refrained from antagonizing Italy, in regard to the
South Albanian frontier, Rome might eventually concede to him the
Aegean Islands, which were of far greater importance (ibid., pp. 144-6).
Similarly, in regard to Austria and Italy, the Kaiser noted: "If Austria
and Italy are unreasonable toward Greece, we are not to blame! We do
not have to join in every folly which they perpetrate. We have already
taken over abundantly much at our expense for love of our allies. If
the latter just go on making their situation worse in relation to the
Triple Entente, we can warn them, but we cannot prevent them. But
we do not need to join with them" (G.P., XXXV, 251). Instructions
to this effect, in more diplomatic but sufficiently clear language, were
sent by Berlin to Vienna and Rome. For Jagow's personal advice to the
German delegate on the South Albanian Frontier Commission, see G.P.,
XXXVI, 160 f. On the general merits of this whole Epirote question
with a full bibliography, see Edith P. Stickney, South Albania in Eurfr
pean Affairs, 191%-im, Stanford, 1926.